
The Great Omission
Fulfilling Christ’s Commission Completely
by Steve Saint
	Page
	Excerpt

	19
	We make the great commission look like “Feed the world spiritual fish” rather than “Distribute spiritual fish samples then train two things to all those who want more: 1) how to fish for themselves, and 2) how to teach others to fish.”

	20
	Not all Christians should be vocational missionaries, but every Christian has their place in missions.

	21
	All Christians – Western, Asian, African, male, female, rich, poor, educated, etc. – must participate in missions to reach the world for Jesus.

	25
	Insights from 1 Corinthians 3 and Matthew 28:18-20:
· The purpose of missions is not to evangelize the world.  The church is to evangelize the world.   Missions is to establish churches so local churches can evangelize their world.

· Missions is scaffolding used to build a church.  It is temporary – moved to a new location as soon as the church is established.

· Missionaries hand over evangelizing that segment of the world to the local church as soon as they can live obedient to the Holy Spirit.

	27
	Want to eradicate homelessness for the poor in Mexico?  Then empower them to build their own homes.

	41
	At the rate of one person per second, it would take 100 years to reach all the people who have not yet heard the Gospel.  (But maybe not even then because after 100 years the population would have doubled!) 

	42
	Eight Hundred million people live in areas inaccessible by road.

	49
	We cannot add everyone into the kingdom; we must multiply them in.

	52
	The purpose of mission is to establish indigenous churches that are self-propagating, self-governing, and self-supporting.  [Instead] we end up transplanting our own church into a setting where it doesn’t fit.  We pretend that we build a church for them, and they pretend to appreciate it.

	53
	Perceptive nationals are quick to figure out that competitive dependency is preferable to helpless dependency, so they frequently invite other missions to come into their area [so each will try to outdo the other].

	55
	Conclusions by the Waodanis (an isolated tribe in Ecuador) when missionaries built the village a church building:

· God cannot dwell in a building like we build

· The building does not belong to the village so they must not alter it.  (repair it)

· When they need another “God House” the missionary will come build them one.

· When missionaries built more rooms on the school the Waodanis concluded that the school is more important than the church.

	57
	The objective [of church leadership] is to make the average believer part of the army, not create a band of mercenaries.

	58
	When, in the name of Christian mission, we do for the indigenous believers what they can do for themselves, we undermine the very church that God has sent us to establish.


	61
	When a  missions effort gives a person, family, church, or village something that other persons, families, churches, or villages are toiling to obtain themselves, it is likely that the charity of [the missions effort] halts the initiative of many others.

	68
	Dependency is just as deadly whether created with good intentions or ill.

	68
	The cure for dependency is long and painful.  Prevention is the best policy.

	80
	Being uneducated is not the same as being ignorant.

	82
	People in the USA are so isolated that they embrace error as truth:
· People with more education are superior.

· Our way is the best way.

· People with wealth are superior.

	83
	Whose definition of blessed do I embrace – Jesus (Matthew 5) or the world ($, position, possessions, results, etc.)?

	84
	Many USA Christians have big bank accounts, but many foreign Christians will have big rewards.  (Sadly when USA Christians read that sentence we just nod and go back to business as usual.)

	92
	Providing, or even just exposing, indigenous people with materials that they cannot reproduce or maintain simply creates an unmet need that they never knew they had.  (candy, balloons, pencils, some medical treatments, etc.)

	94
	If indigenous people want to change, then those who love them should help them change.  Otherwise others, who do not love them, will oblige their wishes.

	99
	We need to help indigenous people believe that they must participate in the Great Commission.  We must provide appropriate training and tools that will make it possible.

	100
	The tools (referred to above) must be:
1. usable – a gentle learning curve

2. maintainable – tools, supplies, and training must all be easily accessible
3. affordable – design a method of making available for all

	102
	Three reasons not to give “things” to the poor:
1. “Things” that cost nothing are not cared for as well as things with a price.

2. People who are given everything begin to expect even more.  They lose God’s gifts of dreaming, self-esteem, and industriousness.

3. Giving “things” creates a desire that had not previously existed.  If the “things” are given only to a few it creates envy.

	103
	[Henry Ford] invested many times more money getting ready to manufacture a simple car than other companies invested to make much more beautiful and luxurious cars, such as the Packard.  The end result was the Model T.   He put the automobile within the reach of the average man and in doing so started a transportation revolution. …We too need a new paradigm in our mission activities.

	106 – 118
	Three important and relevant areas of need for opining the doors to “hidden” people:
1. Transportation – Make tribes accessible for frequent, quick visits.  Even an old, slow plane or a powered parachute is better than land travel.  (1 minute in the air equals at least 1 hour on the ground)

2. Communication – Using pre-tuned solar-powered radios allow everyone to hear teaching, singing, and preaching.  Pocket-sized transmitters would allow a local village to broadcast their own signal.  This can allow rapid reporting of emergencies.

3. Door Openers – Products or services can make the messenger trustworthy.  Then the message becomes trustworthy.  Meeting people’s felt needs is extremely effective in creating credibility.

	124
	Door Openers are not an end in themselves.  They are an introduction to the Great Commission.

	126
	In the USA, regarding $, more is always considered better.  (Even though lottery winners are not always better off after winning.)

	128
	In missions, money must be treated like medicine.  It must be given in the right amounts at the right time.  Too much can be deadly.  

	134
	Underfunding will force missionaries to entrust indigenous believers with more responsibility.  That leads to more ability.  It quickly brings the desired outcome of a multiplying body of believers.

	135
	Three primary areas of development for establishing a church:
1. self-propagating

2. self-governing

3. self-supporting

	136
	The lifestyle of the missionary may be so above the locals that it magnifies their perception of their poverty and, perhaps, births a sense of inferiority.

	138
	What we must and must not do:
Must
Must Not
encourage the locals to copy Jesus, not the USA

manipulate the local people to do [everything] our way

give more wisely to missions

“lord over” the people we are to serve

design and produce equipment and methods that are both practical and affordable

use devises or methods that are too complex or expensive for the indigenous people to inherit and use

give what is needed by local standards, not USA standards

missionaries should live as the locals

excuse how missionaries live on the field by what they gave up at home



	140
	Job 41:11

everything under heaven belongs to God

Deuteronomy 8:18

[God] gives you the ability to produce wealth 

Psalm 127:2

extra toiling is useless unless God is involved

1 Corinthians 4:1-2

we are God’s stewards, entrusted with his resources and message



	142
	What we do and how we do it is just as important as how hard we work.  We need to stop and periodically examine our course, path, and journey.

	144
	God’s specific instructions for our role in the Great Commission will not conflict with his general guidelines as seen in scripture.

	145
	The Great Commission is cooperative.  The servants cooperate with the master and the other servants.

	146
	Five important questions in missions:
1. The things important to me, are they important to God? (worship style, denomination, appearance, etc.)

2. Is correct information being used to reach wrong conclusions? (The people are happy when I give them things; therefore, giving is always the right thing to do.)

3. Are missionaries supposed to evangelize the world? (This is not the way of the early church.  Everyone is to witness.  Missionaries specialize in E2 and E3 evangelism and in producing disciples who reproduce spiritual children.)

4. What is the purpose of missions?  (Everyone is to obey the Great Commission.  the purpose of missions is to establish a church in every people group of the world so E1 evangelism can take place.)

5. Did Jesus tell us how to do missions?  (Yes, by evangelism, baptism, and discipling worldwide so they may do the same to others who then…Multiply!)


	161
	We cannot change missionary procedures just to change.  Change should occur in response to better obedience and effectiveness.

	162 – 168
	Questions regarding Paul’s missionary methods:
· How long did Paul stay?  (He stayed anywhere from a few weeks to two years.  Conditions varied, but he stayed long enough to train the new believers the next steps.)
· What was the believers’ spiritual development when Paul left?  (Sometimes, as in 1 Corinthians 3:1-2, they were spiritual babies, not ready to lead a church.  1 Corinthians 3:6 shows that Paul realized it is not his responsibility for the believers’ spiritual growth; it is God’s responsibility.  Paul stayed until they could hold their own spiritual battle.  But he also followed up with letters and sent  co-workers who watered where he had planted.)
· What type of authority and responsibility did Paul give these new churches?  (Paul stayed away when the church acted immature so they could mature and meet with him as partners, not as a lord meeting with his subjects.  2 Corinthians 1:23-24)

	169
	So how do we determine proper missionary methods?
1. First, we examine and obey Jesus’ clear commands regarding what is to be done.

2. Second, if further clarity is needed, we would investigate and imitate the methods used by those taught by Jesus.

3. Next, include Paul’s methodology as an example for current times.

4. Finally, listen for and act on the instructions of the Holy Spirit.

	171
	The Great Commission is not a sport where a few perform and the rest of us pose as supporters, spectators, and critics.

	174
	Different cultures have different value systems.  Although some values – love, acceptance, and significance – are present in every culture.

	177
	The whole reason for investing is to give up a small value today for a great value tomorrow.  This is seen as wise.  However, giving up something in this world for a heavenly reward is not viewed so wisely.  Some even call it a sacrifice.

	178
	A common trait among martyrs is their willingness, even joy, in death. Revelation 12:11

	181
	Falling short of being a hero of the faith may be caused by: fear, lack of confidence or a lack of faith.

	188
	Qualifications for being a Hero Of Faith:

1. be an ordinary person

2. love and follow Jesus

3. trust God to steer your life
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